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Amendments tn the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace aU prior vcsrsions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listin g of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) A mower deck bumper comprising first and second ends 
and a bend section between the first and second ends, at least the first end of the mower deck 
bumper being configured for mounting to a mower deck so as to position the bend section over at 
least a portion of trim surface of the mower deck, t h e bend sectiQn 1?einfl sp»<?ed apart from the 
iTiTn surface when the mower deck bu mner is in a rest state; 

wherein the mower deck bumper beiag is configured to absorb forces when brought into 
contact with an object that would othGrftaoo contact move? the frgnd gectiQi^ toward^ the trim 
surface, 

2. (cuffcntly amended) The mower deck bumper of claim 1, fiuthcr comprising at 
least one aperture foimed in the first end that is sized to receive a fastener for securing the first 
gnd of the mower deck bumper to the mower deck. 

3. (original) The mower deck bumper of claim 1, wherein Ihe first and second 
ends are configured for mounting the mower deck bumper to the mower deck. 

4. (original) The mower deck bumper of claim 1, wherein the mower deck 
bumper comprises an ultra high molecular weight polyethylene (UHMW-PE) material. 

5. (currently amended) A method of protecting an exposed surface of a mower 
deck with a mower deck bumper, the method comprising the steps of: 

forming the mower deck bumper with a bend section between first and second ends of the 
mower deck bumper; and 

securing at least one end of the mower deck bumper to the mov/et deck so as to position 
the bend section adjacent to and, ^ ^paced apart fcom a trim surface of the mower deck, whereby 
the bend section is configured and arranged to engage objects in close proximity to the trim 
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surface that would otherwise contact the trim surface arid l^end towards the trim surface upon 
cQTitact with the obiects . 

6. (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the securing step includes 
securing the first and second ends of the mower deck bumper to the mower deck. 

7. (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the forming step includes pre- 
forming the bend section using a drape molding process. 

V 

8. (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the forming step includes forming 
the mower deck bumper fi:om an ultra high molecular weight polyethylene (UHMW-PE) 
material. 

9. (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the foiraiDg step includes forming 
a curved contact surface at the second end of the mower deck bumper, and the securing step 
includes securing the first end to the mower deck so as to contact the curved surface with the 
trim surface of the mower deck. 

1 0. (cunrently amended) A mower assembly, comprising: 
a mower deck having a trim surface; and 

a mower deck bumper having first and second ends and a bend section. tJie first end of 
thg mower deck bumper being coupled to the mower deck^ wi& the bend section covering at 
least a portion of the trim snrfare, and the second end of the mower deck bumper maiqtaiyiing 
sliding enpagement wit h the mower deck: 

wherein the mower deck bumper is configured and arranged to engage objects in close 
proximity to the mower deck that would otherwise contact the trim surface, and the second end 
of the mower deck bumtiRr is configur ed to slide relative the mower deck while maintaining 
gontact with The mower deck when th e mower deck bumper euRages the objects. 

1 1 . (original) The mower assembly of claim 1 0, wherein the bend section is 
spaced apart laterally firom the trim surface. 
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12. (origmal) The mower asseanbly of claim 10. wherein the trim surface is 
oriented substantiaUy vertically and the mower deck bumper is aligned substantially parallel to 
the trim surface. 

13. (original) The mower assembly of claim 10, wherein the mower deck 
includes a side edge defining an outer most side of the mower, and llie mower deck bumper is 
coupled to the side edge. 

14. (original) The mower assembly of claim 10, wherein the first end of the 
mower deck bumper is coupled lo the mower deck. 

15. (currently amended) The mower assembly of claim 10, wherein ttm fimt and 
second onds of tho mowor dedc bumper aro coupled to tho mowor dock the ^i^popd end of the 
mower deck bmnper includes? f \ first portion that maintains contact with the mower deck, and^ 
second portion that extends awav from a n d is rtot in contact with the mower deck . 

1 6. (original) The mower assembly of claim 10, wherein the bend section is 
resilient. 

17. (currently amended) A mower deck bumper kit, comprising: 
a package; 

a mower deck bumper positioned within the package, the mower deck bumper having 
fi yst and second ends and a flexible bend section interposed between the first and second ends, 
the mower deck bumner aad being configured to mount to a mower deck with the bend section 
positioned adjacent to and spaced aoart fiom t o cov e r at least a portion of a trim surface of a 
mower deck; 

a fastener positioned within the package and configured to secure the mower deck 
bumper to the mower deck. 

1 8 (currently amended) A bumper member suited for use with a motorized lawn care 
vehicle, the bumper member comprising first and second ends and a bend section oriented 
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between the first and second ends, least one end of the bumper member being adapted and 
configured for moxinting to the vehicle so as to position the bend section ev«= Rdiaqem to bm not 
engagin g an exposed surface of the vehicle when the bumper member is in a le^t 
bumper member being configured to absoib forces by be^i^?n^ toward the eypose^ Surface when 
tT^^Wp ^m^heris brought into contact with an object that would otherwise contact the 
exposed surfiice. 
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